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England's attitude only the desire of a despotic
Stuart regime to suppress the liberties of a Puritan
commonwealth, and failed to see that the investi-
gation into the affairs of Massachusetts was but
an effort to establish a colonial policy fundamental
to England's welfare and power.

It cannot be said that, from 1660 to 1684, the
Government in England displayed undue animus
toward the colony. It allowed Massachusetts to
do a great many things that in law she had no
right to do, such as coining money and issuing a
charter to Harvard College. Its demand for a
broadening of the Massachusetts franchise was in
the interest of liberty and not against it, and the in-
sistence on freedom of worship deserves no reproof.
Its condemnation of many of the Massachusetts
laws as oppressive and unjust shows that in some
respects legal opinion in England at this time was
more advanced than that in Massachusetts and
Connecticut, and, even at its worst, English
law did not go to the Mosaic code for its prece-
dents. There is a distinct note of cruelty and
oppression in some of the Massachusetts and Con-
necticut legislation at this time, and many of the
Puritan measures were harsh and arbitrary and
liable to abuse. Even the Government's support